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"This is the day the Lord has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 

 
Camp opens for 109th season 
Camp opened for our 109th season on Saturday, June 9th. Our camp manager, Cindy Reiland, and 
assistant manager, Lauren McCaslin, are ready to help you in the office. We also have a fabulous group 
of counselors and their Program Director, Bill Tarver. Thank you to everyone who has stepped up and 
participated in the opening jobs and all the additional work that is necessary to get camp up and going.  
 

✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭  
 

Camp Meeting Updates 
On Saturday, June 16th we held our annual welcome meeting in the chapel. Tom Sergenian, Board 
President, shared some important information and updates. We appreciate all the attendees who 
participated. Here is a recap of what was discussed. 

ü You can pay your cottage fees in the office or by sending in your check ASAP.  
ü There are background check forms in the office. Please fill one out if you participate in activities 

with the campers. Also, please return the MEDIA RELEASE form that was included in your 
reservation packet.  

ü The camp calendars are available in the office. Please check the Barr O Meter and bulletin board 
for updates on the additional events that are added throughout the summer. Thank you to Nick 
and Tom Sergenian for creating our fabulous calendars. Once again, it is beautiful! 

ü Good News – We passed the fire inspection with flying colors. Thank you to Ford Colley for 
spearheading this and keeping our great relationship going with the fire inspector. Make sure 
you have your fire extinguisher installed. The small outdoor fire extinguishers have been recalled, 
so you may not have the one you need by your grill. They are being replaced and will be 
distributed as soon as they arrive. Please have your indoor one nearby if you grill.  

ü Make sure you read through the Camp Rules and Guidelines that were included in your 
reservation packet. If you need to look at the guidelines and do not have a copy, please check 
with the office. There is a new complaint resolution policy. It basically asks us to try to be 
respectful of our close quarters and to try to resolve any neighborly issues by speaking to the 
people involved. If there is a continued concern, please speak to the manager in the office.  

ü One important update is that we will not be allowing Sky Lanterns this year. There is a safety 
issue with the unpredictability of this activity.  

ü Raccoons are in love with Barr Camp this summer. They really love our garbage dumpsters. 
MAKE SURE YOU CLOSE ALL THE LIDS! If they get in there and have babies, we have 



an even more serious problem. And, just as precaution, it’s probably not a good idea to take your 
garbage to the dumpsters at night. These critters are nocturnal!  

ü Please be aware of your kids and grandkids using the camp bathrooms. Check after they use 
them to make sure they flush, clean up, etc. We have been having some issues with clogged and 
un-flushed toilets. Let the office know if there are problems with the bathrooms. 

ü PARKING – Please be respectful of the parking situation. If you have visitors, let the office 
know and direct them to park in unmarked spots. Also, make sure there is an opening in and out 
of the upper lot.  

ü VISITORS – (per the Camp Rules) If the cottager or family is not going to be present and intends to 
extend their cottage for use by others, they must inform the Camp Office during the regular season. 
Visitors must register in the office during the season upon arrival to camp. No off-season use is allowed 
without the presence of the cottager or notification to the Executive committee. Use of the cottage by the 
visitor is limited to less than 4 consecutive nights without approval by the executive committee  

ü PLEASE – NO PARKING IN FRONT OF DUMPSTERS! 
 

PLEASE – NO PARKING IN THE GWC UPPER LOT!  
(That is the one where they tore down the work shed.) 

 
✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭  

Camper program kicks off with training week  
From June 4th through June 8th the counselors were welcomed to camp for training. Thank you to Kim 
Tarver who did First Responder training and to Nancy Brown and Gail Novosad for organizing the 
week and training our enthusiastic team of counselors. A big thank you to Marilyn Ogden who planned 
and cooked the meals all week. Thank you to Deedy and Doug Payne, Chris Sydow and Donna 
Johnson for assisting.  
 
Program Director ~ Bill Tarver 
Bill is back as our Program Director. He has just graduated with his Masters in Social Work from 
Aurora University – Congratulations Bill! He will be working as a Social Worker this fall in the Carol 
Stream school district. He is looking forward to leading the counselors this summer and invites all of 
you to participate in any of the activities planned for the campers. In his spare time he enjoys family 
travel with Kim and Seth and Ethan and grilling fabulous meals on his deck! Bill also serves as our 
Treasurer and spends the rest of his “spare time” balancing our books and writing checks to pay Barr 
Camp bills.  
 
Male Counselors: 
Elijah “Krum” Krumholz – Krum comes to us from Stoughton, Wisconsin. His dad works with John 
Hutmacher and his mother went to school with Dawn Fox. (Small World!!) He will attend University of 
Wisconsin at Whitewater majoring in art education. His hope is to teach ceramics. Krum is a magician, 
on a Norwegian dance team, plays football, runs track, and does a great Obama impersonation.  



 
Joshua Roman – Josh just graduated from Crane Medical Prep High School and will be attending 
college in Kalamazoo, Michigan.  Josh has been to camp with his mother, Yasenia, who is the director 
of our By The Hand Moving Everest group.  
 
Female Counselors: 
Rachel Campana – Rachel is from Crystal Lake where she attended Marion High School. Her 
undergrad is from Franciscan University and she is currently working on her Masters in Social Work at 
University of Pittsburgh. She loves to read, perform in musicals and plays softball. Her favorite musical 
in which she has performed is Annie.  
 
Hannah Carroll – Hannah is also from Crystal Lake and she attended Crystal Lake South. She will be a 
junior at Carroll College where she is studying Communications and Public Relations with a minor in 
Business Management. She wants to be a Wedding Planner. She is a dancer and does tap, ballet, 
modern dance, etc.  
 
Say hello to our counselors. Come to see them perform in the talent shows on Thursdays! They are an 
enthusiastic group of young people and we are looking forward to another fabulous summer for our 
campers.  
 

✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   

Mercy Home enjoyed a fabulous retreat weekend 
On June 8th we welcomed our first weekend group. Mercy Home 
girls enjoyed a spiritual retreat. Their residential program is for 
youth between the ages of 11 and 21 who live in situations that 
place extra stresses on their health and progress. The common 
thread that connects children to Mercy Home is that they have 
experienced trauma and that they are committed to changing 
their lives. 

 
We provided our dorms and food and their staff provided the program. Marc Velasquez, 
Spiritual Development Manager, said, “Thank you for everything you did for our group this 
last weekend. The retreat was a great success—among the best retreats we have had in the 5 
years I’ve been working here—and a large part of that success is the way you and the rest of 
the volunteers at Norman B Barr Camp took care of us. Know that it meant the world to 
our girls and our coworkers to spend the weekend with you all.” 
 
Thank you to the team of workers who assisted Deedy in hosting this group. The girls 
loved all the food we provided and even though the waterfront was not quite ready (They 
went to Fontana Beach.), they loved our camp. The team consisted of Karen Bondy, Gail 
Novosad, Donna and Ray Johnson, Nancy, Bridget, and Blase Brown, and 
Marilyn Ogden.  

A little about the Mercy Home Girls Campus - Nestled on a hill in Chicago’s south-side 
Beverly neighborhood, Mercy Home’s Margaret Walsh Girls Campus offers a cozy, tranquil 



setting for our young women to call home. Opened in 1987, part of the Walsh Campus is 
the former Walgreen family mansion. 

The campus features the Marie Noha Craft Cottage, which is a popular spot for the girls to 
create arts and crafts, a learning center that offer resources for school work, the Speh 
Fitness Center, a dining area for family-style meals and in the warmer months the 
grounds are lush with gardens and a fountain. 

The Walsh Campus features dormitory-style housing in four homes, which are organized 
by age. By sharing a room, the young women learn the core values of respect, 
responsibility, trust, honesty and caring. The girls eat their meals family style, 
strengthening the shared experience of sisterhood for each young woman. 

PLEASE NOTE: August 24th – 26th we will be hosting the Mercy Home boys’ 
retreat. Once again, we will need help with providing the meals. If you can help, 
please let Deedy know. There is a lot to do to feed these hungry teenagers.  

✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭  

August 10-12 ~ Hawthorne House Weekend at the Lake  
Our liaison, Rosie, from Puente del Pueblo (Wheaton Bible Church Outreach) is bringing 
four young women ages 18 – 23 for a weekend at camp. Hawthorne House is transitional 
housing under the umbrella of Wheaton Youth Outreach, which is part of Outreach 
Community Ministries. We will be providing meals for these girls and would also like to 
get them gift cards so they can shop for work clothes to enable them to get jobs. If anyone 
would like to donate Kohl’s gift cards for this purpose (or just funds to purchase 
gift cards) please do so in the office. If you can volunteer to help provide meals 
for this group, please let Gail Novosad know. gailnovosad@gmail.com 
 

✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭  

Many hours were donated to get camp ready 
Thank you to everyone for your devotion and hard work getting camp ready for opening 
this year. Thank you to Pat and Andrea for organizing all the groundswork. One of the 
new additions is the beautiful railing that makes our stairs down to the lake safer. The 
railing was paid for from the Chuck Finn Memorial Fund. It was manufactured and 
installed by Mark Standley (Pat’s brother). We are blessed to have this addition! 
 
As we all know the volunteering does not stop when camp opens. We count on all of you to 
continue to support and participate in our camp mission throughout the summer and into 
the fall. If you have some time and want to help, check in the office to see what tasks need 
to be completed. There is a list of jobs from which you can choose! Find something that fits 
your time and talent so we can cross it off the list! 
 
Make sure to check the camp calendar for activities throughout the week. All these events 
can use your help and participation, so please join us if you are in camp.  



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Have	you	noticed	the	bright	newly	painted	walls	in	the	chapel?		
Thank	you	to	Tom	Hake,	a	painter	from	Palatine,	Illinois	who	not	only	patched	the	leaks,		

but	also	painted	the	walls!		

 

✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭  

Camp Print FOR SALE 
The beautiful rendition of our lakefront by Neal Aspinall 
is still available. The proceeds will go towards restoration 
of the main building. You can see the prints in different 
sizes in our dining room and you can order yours in the 
office. There is a link on the Barr Camp website where 
you can use Paypal. 
16x20 @ $80    18x24@ $100     24x32 @ 15 
Thank you to Pat Standley and Andrea Nelson who 
commissioned this artwork.  
 

From Neal Alaspinall’s website. “He loves simplicity in his images and likes to allow the viewer to fill in the 
blanks. He is a big fan & student of pre-60s Americana advertising. His work has been described as 'Using 
images of the past to communicate concepts of the present'. He loves to connect with the viewer and can make 
a monolithic corporation feel very approachable and Mayberry-esque.” 
 

✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭  
 
 

Thank You Mercy Home Volunteers 



Upcoming	events	this	weekend	

Saturday	
9:00	–	Prayers	in	the	chapel	

12:00	–	Short	Order	
7:00	–	Volleyball	

Sunday	
11:00	–	Sunday	School	in	Candy	
Store.	The	theme	this	year	is	

COLORS.		
11:00	–	Church	with	Guest	Gene	

Carlson	
12:30	–	Potluck		

	
Weekly	Events	–	EVERYONE	IN	CAMP	IS	INVITED!	

Monday	–	Movie	on	the	lakefront	
Tuesday	–	Vespers	at	7:30	with	campfire	following	

Wednesday	–	6:30	Fishing	and	Kayaking	and	Game	Room		
(WE	NEED	VOLUNTEERS!)		

Thursday	–	Talent	Show	and	Dance	Party	–	Y’all	come!!	

✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   

NORMAN B. BARR CAMP’s  

SUMMER CRUISE VI FUND RAISER on the WALWORTH II 
SATURDAY JULY 21, 2018 ◊ 7:00PM to 10:00PM 

$60.00 PER PERSON 

 Tickets Available in the Office or by calling 262-245-5544 

($25.00 TAX DEDUCTABLE) 

All Proceeds go towards the Children’s Dormitory Project  

 Hors d’oeuvres ◊ Cash Bar  ◊ Silent Auction 

Boys & Girls Club of Elgin 



 

	 2018	Norman	B	Barr	Camp	Summer	Camper	
Groups		
Thank you for your support of our mission to provide a free summer camp experience to these campers. 

June			8-10		 Mercy	Home	Weekend	Retreat	for	Girls	
A Catholic organization answering the Gospel call to minister to children and families in need.		

June	4-8	 Training	Week		

June	9		 CAMP	OPENING	DAY	

June		
11-15	

PUENTE	DEL	PUEBLO		~	Outreach	Ministry	of	Wheaton	Bible	Church	
Puente aims to serve the residents of the Timber Lake Apartments of West Chicago. They build a strong sense 
of community by assisting people in making changes that benefit their personal, family, and community lives.	

June		
18-22	

ELGIN	BOYS	&	GIRLS	CLUB	
To enable all young people, especially those who need us most, to realize their full potential as caring, 
productive, responsible citizens.	

June		
25-29	

DUNDEE	BOYS	&	GIRLS	CLUB		
The Boys & Girls Clubs of Dundee Township is one of the largest Boys & Girls Clubs organizations in the State 
of Illinois, serving nearly 2,000 Club members throughout the year with afterschool programming, Summer 
Programs and Athletic Leagues. 	

July		
2-6	

BY	THE	HAND		~	Moving	Everest		
A Chicago-based, after-school program. “We are a Christ-centered, after-school program that takes kids by the 
hand, and walks with them through college, helping them have abundant life—mind, body and soul.”	

July		
9-13	

VISITATION	SCHOOL	
Serving the Chicago communities of Englewood and Back of the Yards since 1891. They believe that 
relationships are the heart of their ministry: relationships with students, relationships with parents, 
relationships among faculty and staff, relationships with alumni and our generous supporters, and 
relationships with the surrounding communities.  

July		
16-20	

By	the	Hand	–Moving	Everest		
A Chicago-based, after-school program. “We are a Christ-centered, after-school program that takes kids by the 
hand, and walks with them through college, helping them have abundant life—mind, body and soul.”	

July		
23-27	

ST	GALL	School		
Providing education to children on Chicago‘s southwest side. St. Gall strives for excellence in their curriculum 
while also demonstrating God’s love by the concern we show to each student and their family. 	

July	30	
–	Aug	3	

Maria	Kaupas	Center		
A Catholic space where spirituality, community and leadership merge creating opportunities for the people of 
all faiths to grow and develop as effective agents of God’s love. It is a faith-based organization that focuses on 
spirituality, education, leadership, and community building.		

Aug	3-5	 Hawthorne	House	Outreach	Community	Ministries	Weekend	Retreat	
Wheaton Youth Outreach	

Aug		
6-10	

SEASPAR	~	Special	Needs	Group	
SEASPAR’s sole purpose is to provide dynamic programs recreation programs and quality recreation services 
for people with disabilities residing in its eleven community service areas in DuPage County. 	

Aug		
13-17	

Boys	&	Girls	Club	Sheboygan,	WI	
"To inspire and enable all young people, especially those who need us most, to reach their full potential as 
productive, caring, responsible citizens."	

Aug	
24,25,26		

Mercy	Home	Weekend	Retreat	for	Boys	
A Catholic organization answering the Gospel call to minister to children and families in need.	



 
✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭   ✭	

 

Please	send	us	your	news!!	
The	Barr-O-Meter	in	published	to	inform	all		

Barr	Campers	about	happenings.	
Please	email	me	if	you	have	some	updates,		
corrections,	or	items	you	want	included.		
If	you	have	a	staff	member	to	whom		

you	would	like	to	give	KUDOS,		
please	let	us	know.		

If	you	have	a	story	you	want	to	share,	please	let	us	know!		
Email	Deedy	Payne	with	any	updates,	stories,	or	ideas.	

deedyp@me.com	
 

 
 

Norman B Barr Camp ~ PO Box 70  
Williams Bay, WI 53191 ~ (262) 245-5544 

  
Please let us know of any additional email addresses  

for the camp distribution list.  
Email toms@normanbbarrcamp.org with email list updates.  

 
www.normanbbarrcamp.org 

 

 
Moving the rocks or rocking the move? Lots of work went  
into getting these huge boulders back where they belong!  
Thanks to everyone who helped! 

Norman	B.	Barr	Camp's	mission		
is	to	provide	a	free,	Christian-

based	summer	camp	experience	
for	those	in	need	that	enriches	
lives	through	the	enjoyment	of	

God's	gifts	of	nature,	
community,	and	faith.	


